French Online LearnLab - Additional Guidelines for Project Plans

Supplement to the PSLC Project Plan submission guidelines (PSLC-Project-Plan-Template-11-24-04.doc) available at www.learnlab.org. See also the Memorandum of Understanding for Research in French Online at the above URL.

Points to consider prior to the submission of a letter of intent or project plan to the PSLC:

Choice of study:

1) The point of in vivo studies is two-fold, or bi-directional: 

a. to furnish a real-world test-bed of subjects; 

b. to influence actual instruction through potential inclusion of successfully tested instructional techniques.

2) For 1b above to be a realistic outcome, the study proposed should:

a. be based on an preliminary study of the existing curriculum and its weaknesses and strengths;

b. have a reasonable probability of improving existing instruction in the LearnLab course. This probability will be primarily determined by consulting with the French Course Committee, course instructors and the Course Manager. 

Resources:

Your project plan should include provision for all the components necessary for its success, including:

1) Language competence. It is not necessary to be a French-speaker to run a study in French Online, but if your research instruments involve new material in French, instructors cannot be expected to write such material for you. Funding for research content development should be included in your plan.

2) Software. French Online is heavily instrumented, and includes many components which log student interactions. If you plan on adding new software to the course, you are responsible for funding its development. Use existing PSLC-affiliated software where possible,  and determine in advance the time and expertise required for its use.  New software development timelines can be prohibitively long.

Implementation:

Given the constraints of syllabus planning and delivery of a course with enrolled tuition-paying students, particular attention should be paid to:

1) IRB permissions. These should be requested well in advance of any proposed class intervention;

2) Meeting with the course instructor and Course Manager when possible to complete the Memorandum of Understanding relating to the specific schedule and scope of class interventions. See “FOLAgreementMemo.doc” for further info. This should occur prior to the beginning of the semester in which your study will be implemented.
